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had never been in France before and was admitted
to hospital with bronchitis a week after landing in this
country, whose urine was examined as a control-numerous
spiroch&aelig;tes were found in a specimen collected in the
ordinary way after cleansing the glans penis with antiseptic ’,
lotion, no other organisms being found on the slide. In a
catheter specimen taken at the same time careful search
revealed no spirochastes, but in smears made from the
prepuce and meatus urethras many spiroch&aelig;tes of the type
under discussion were seen, together with other organisms.
If Captain Nankivell and Captain Sundell are continuing
theirresearches, surely it would be justifiable for them to
catheterise a series of "positive" case=, as by this means
only can they establish their assumption that the spirochsetes
they have found are present in the bladder and are not due
’to accidental contamination.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
-
Nov. 7th, 1917.
C. P. SYMONDS, M.R.C.P. Lond.,
Temporary Captain, r.A.M.C.
TRAUMATIC RUPTURE OF THE HEART.
To th.e Editor of THE LANCET. 
SIR,-In your issue of Oct. 13th is published a case of
traumatic rupture of the heart, and as this injury does not
appear to be of great frequency perhaps I might be allowed
to mention the following case. At the end of last year I
was called upon to perform a post-mortem examination of a
man who had been knocked down by a taxi. There were
several abrasions on the front of the chest, but no wounds.
On the left side the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh 
ribs were fractured, about 5 inches from the sternum. The I
pericardium was torn at the apex and was filled with blood.
There was a tear in the apex of the left ventricle, per-
forating the entire thickness of the heart wall and had
evidently been caused by the broken end of one of the
fractured ribs penetrating the pericardium and myocardium.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
J. F. O’GRADY,
Senior House Surgeon, Ancoats Hospital, Manchester.
Oct. 31set, 1917. 
DIATHERMY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-My attention has been called to Dr. W. J. Turrell’s
letter regarding my note on diathermy in THE LANCET of
Oct. 20th. and I much regret that by an oversight I did not
refer to Dr. Turrell’s valuable paper on the subject read
before the Royal Society of Medicine and published in the
Proceedings of the society in March, 1916. The great value
of this paper is generally appreciated by all interested in
electro-therapeutics, and his later work has extended to a
considerable degree the field of usefulness of this method of
employing diathermy. I hope Dr. Turrell will accept my
apologies for this omission, which I can assure him was not
intentional. I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
-------
tiariey-street, w., Nov. sen, It/n. 17. L. W. BATHURST.
THE Grainger testimonial prize of 30 guineas at
St. Thomas’s Hospital, which is given for a series of speci-
mens illustrative of recent anatomical and physiological
research, has been awarded to Mr. R. S. Foss.
LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.-Messrs. Williams and
Norgate have in the press a work by Dr. Mary Scharlieb,
entitled How to Enlighten Our Children: a Book for
Parents," which deals in simple. fashion with the problem of
what should be said by parents to their children with regard
to sex. The same firm announces in " The Making of the
Future " Series, a volume by Professor H. J. Fleure, entitled
"Human Geography in Western Europe," and concerned
with race distribution and the influence of climate and
environment in the evolution of man.
POOR-LAW GUARDIANS IN IRELAND.-Friction
continues in Ireland owing to the refusal of the Local Govern-
ment Board of Ireland to sanction the appointment of any
medical officer of military age to Poor-law unions while
Ireland is exempt from conscription. The low salary of the
Poor-law doctors has led to the actual or threatened resigna-
tions of these officers, as the result of the refusal of their
boards of guardians to give them adequate salaries, and
the Irish Medical Committee has called upon the Local
Government Board to remedy the position.
The War.
THE CASUALTY LIST.
THE following names of medical officers appear among
the casualties announced since our last issue :&mdash;
Killnl.
Lieut.-Col. C. R. A. Pye, D.S.O., Australian Infantry, was
educated at Sydney University Medical School, and
qualified. He afterwards studied in England and
returned to Australia on the outbreak of war, and
elected to remain a combatant officer, having previously
attained to the rank of Captain in the Australian
, Infantry. He was awarded the D.S.O. in May this year
for conspicuous gallantry and initiative when in charge
of the whole of the front line held by his battalion.
Capt. J. B. Randall, R.A.M.C., attached Royal Field Artillery,
received his medical education at St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, London, and qualified in 1914. He held an
appointment at St. George’s Hospital, London.
Capt.-R. A. Ireland, Canadian A.M.C.
Died of Wounds.
Capt. G. E. Chissell, R.A.M.C., was a student at Middlesex
Hospital, and qualified in 1916, joining up shortly
afterwards.
Died.
Lieut.-Col. W. Graham, R.A.M.C., was educated at Belfast.
London, and Paris, and qualified in 1882. At the time of
his death, the result of an accident, he was in charge of
the Belfast War Hospital, and was Medical Superinten-
dent of the Purdysburn Asylum, Belfast. He was the
author of several articfes on lunacy and allied subjects
in medical literature.
Capt. H. L. Heslop, R.A.M.C., attached Durham Light
Infantry, qualified at Durham in 1903. He held appoint-
ments at the Children’s Hospital, Sunderland, and at the
Tynemonth Jubilee Infirmary, and was in practice at
Sunderland previously to joining the R.A.M.C.
Previously reported Wounded, now reported Died of Wounds.
Capt. K. A. MacCuish, Canadian A.M.C.
Wounded.
Capt. M. A. Power, R.A.M.C.
Lieut. D. W. Anderson, R.A.M.C., attached Norfolk Regt.
Capt. A. E. Huxtable, R.A.M.C.
Capt. W. B. Jepson, R.A.M.C., attached Devon Regt.
Capt. D. MacNair, R.A.M.C., attached Sherwood Foresters.
Lieut. W. H. Orton, R.A.M.C.
Capt. J. Gaff, R.A.M.C.
Lieut. J. A. C. Greene, M.C., R.A.M.C.,attd. West Yorks Regt.
Capt. J. Morris, M.C., R.A.M.C., attached Cheshire Regt.
Capt. K. H. Stokes, R.A.M.C., attached Black Watch.
Surg. J. J. Keatley, R.N.
Capt. T. J. Kelly, R.A.M.C.
Capt. C. Wynne, R.A.M.C., attached Royal Field Artillery.
Capt. H. S. Moore, R.A.M.C.
Major N. E. Kirkwood, M.C., Australian A.-AT.C.
Major J. R. Muirhead, Australian A.M.C.
Capt. J. H. Fletcher, D.S.O., M.C., R.A.M.C.
Capt. J. Danbar, R.A.M.C.
Capt. J. M. Forsyth, M.C., R.A.M.C., attached Chesire Regt.
Capt. F. P. Jocelyne, M.C., R.A.M.C.
Capt. M. P. Power, R.A.M.C., attached Devon Regiment.
Capt. A. J. Howard, Australian A.M.C.
Capt. I. Morgan, Australian A.M.C.
Capt. J. P. Peake, Canadian A.M.C.
CASUALTIES AMONG THE SONS OF MEDICAL MEN.
The following additional casualties among the sons of
medical men are reported :-
Second Lieut. A. MeR. McRae, Royal Engineers, killed in
action, youngest son of Dr. D. McRae, of London. E.
Second Lieut. 1. V. Douglas, M.C., Royal Garrison Artillery,
killed in action, youngest son of Dr. T. Douglas, lately of
Hill House, Sapperton.
Capt. J. B. Randall, R.A.M.C., killed in action, younger son
of Mr. W. Randall, M.R.C.S., of Bridgend, Glam.
Lieut. F. C. C. Devhn, West African Frontier Force, killed
in action, youngest son of Capt. T. P. Devlin, R.A.M.C.,
of British Columbia.
Lieut. J. E. Almon, Canadian Infantry, killed in action,
younger son of the late Dr. T. R. Almon, of Halifax, Canada.
Second Lieut. T. B. M. Streatfeild, Royal West Kent Regi- ,
ment, killed in action, only son of Dr. T. Streatfeild, of
Folkestone.
Capt. G. M. Finlay, Hampshire Regiment, late Leinster
Regiment, killed in action, youngest son of UololleJ W.
Finlay, late R.A.M.C.
